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   The Valleys Post                             
                   The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                  3682 Peters Mountain Rd., P. O. Box H, Halifax, PA 17032  
                                                   717-896-3118        
 Website: ValleysEcc.Org                         Pastor - Adam London
Email:  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com   Council Pres. – Norine Goss
A Note from Pastor Adam…       
April/May 2025

     Spring has sprung!  I love this time of year.  The brown hillsides becoming green, the buds emerging out the tree branches, and the flowers popping out of the ground are all physical signs of new life as we go thru the season of Lent.

     It has been a joy to finish up the book of Joshua on Sunday mornings during Lent.  I’ve also had a lot of fun doing the Children’s Moments right before the sermon.  For the rest of Lent and Easter, we will join in with millions of other Jesus Followers by looking to the Revised Common Lectionary for our Scripture readings.  We are also starting a new adult Sunday School series.  In May, we will begin a small group Bible Study looking at the book of Ephesians.  There is a lot of new life to look forward to!

      When this newsletter hits your mailbox, we will still have a couple of weeks of Lent.  But Easter is coming!!!  New life, abundant and free is celebrated during the season of Easter (yes, in the Christian calendar, Easter is a season, not just one Sunday morning)!

       Perhaps my favorite Bible story during this season of transition from Lent to Easter is the story of Zacchaeus in Luke 19:1-10.  Even though the story itself is rather short (pun intended), Zacchaeus is such a wonderful example of clear transformation by the Gospel (the Good News) of Jesus Christ.

      The story of Zacchaeus is a Sunday School favorite, so most of us know the story well.  Some of you probably are already humming that children’s song right now…”Zacchaeus was a wee little man…He climbed up in a sycamore tree…and as the Savior came that way…he said, “Zacchaeus, you come down…for I’m going to your house today!” 

       Usually the Sunday School story focuses on how Jesus saw Zacchaeus  and  responded  to  his  faith. Zacchaeus  knew  that  He needed to see Jesus and he did not let the opinions of others around sway him from climbing that sycamore so he could see Jesus (side note: the sycamore three in  Israel  is  a  fig  tree.  Figs  are often a symbol of 
                    From the Pastor is continued on Page 2
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new life throughout the Bible).  Have you let people’s opinions keep you from doing everything you can to see Jesus in all parts of your life?  God wants you to cast those opinions aside and experience new life in Christ.

      However, I think Sunday School lessons tend to glance over the transformation of Zacchaeus after meeting and dining with Jesus.  Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector, and as such, was very wealthy.  He almost certainly gained some of that wealth thru dishonest means.  It’s so easy to follow the dishonest example of the world in how we gain money, popularity, or political power.  

      Zacchaeus knew that if he wanted to follow Jesus (not just to see Jesus), he had to repent of his sins.  Repenting is more than just saying we are sorry.  Certainly (especially during the season of Lent), it is important for us to confess our sins and ask for forgiveness.  But repentance is greater than that. Repentance goes another step further, turning from sin and seeking to make things right.  The new life in Christ is an outpouring of the love and forgiveness that Jesus gives freely to all of us who will call out to Him as Lord and Savior.

      I love that Zacchaeus’ first step in repentance is to give away half of his possessions to the poor.  The way we treat the poor and the less fortunate is a huge marker in our lives that we have been saved by the grace and mercy of Jesus.  (“You will know the tree by its fruit” – Matthew 7:15-20).  Zacchaeus gives away half of his possessions BEFORE he makes restitution for those that he had cheated.  Zacchaeus tells Jesus (and all those watching as witnesses) that he will repay anyone he cheated by four times the amount.  It is very possible that after Zacchaeus gave away half of his possessions that he barely had enough money to pay back all that he had cheated.  

      Essentially, Zacchaeus gave up EVERYTHING in order to follow Jesus.  If he had simply given away half his possessions AFTER he repaid those he had cheated, he would have been left with much more.  Yet his life was so transformed by Jesus, he could not help but to be willing to give up everything to follow Him.  Could you give up everything to follow Him?  Is there anything that you need to give up in order to experience the new abundant life that Jesus has for you in this season?  

       In response to Zacchaeus’ repentance, Jesus declares, “Today, salvation has come to this house.”  May we live into our salvation as Zacchaeus lived into his.

                                            In Christian Love,

                                            Pastor Adam
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                       SMALL GROUP BIBLE 
                  STUDY OPPORTUNITY
Pastor Adam and Shirleen invite you to study on the Book of Ephesians after Easter. The study will be at their house on Friday evenings from 5:00-7:00PM, starting with a potluck dinner starting May 9th.

   If you are interested in joining them, please sign up on the signup sheet in the back of the sanctuary. 

   If you are interested, but cannot make Friday evenings, please sign up and suggest alternate times that work for you.

        WORSHIP  SCHEDULE           
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Worship begins at 10:15AM with In- -Person Worship at Valleys for those who feel comfortable worshipping at church and it also is live streamed on Face book  for those who wish to worship in the safety of their homes.  We strive to have as safe an environment during In-person worship services as possible. Services can also be viewed on Valleys Face book page or on Valleys YouTube link later.
Holy Communion is held on the 1st Sunday of each month Please note: Communion is on April 6th and also on Easter Sunday, April 20th and will be held on Sunday, May 4, 2025. We are now alternating Communion in the pews and at the altar and communion is put together and served with gloves.  If you are watching the online streaming service, please have bread and grape juice ready to participate.
             Holy Week Services at Valleys 

Maundy Thursday Service will be held on April 17th at 6:30PM (in the social hall) which will include a Seder Meal, hymns and communion.

Good Friday Service will be held on April 18th at 12:00Noon with a combined service with Faith United Methodist Church.
Easter Sunrise Service will be held at Camp Hebron Outdoor Chapel at 6:30AM (breakfast will be served following the service).
WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS              Page 4    
	                                 WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

	April 2025 

Announcer:  Norine Goss
April 6: Leon Shaffer, Ann Hale 

April 20 (Easter): Leon Shaffer, Ann Hale, Two others
	May 2025
Announcer:  Sue Faust
May 4 Communion Servers:

Bridget Campbell, Marie Herb

	
	

	      Date

   APRIL
       
	Lay Readers 
	Adult Sun. School Teachers
	 Lead Greeters



	Apr. 6
	Scott Miller
	Ed & Peggy Berra
	Marie Herb, others to be announced

	Apr. 13

	Carol Knight
	Ed & Peggy Berra
	Marie Herb, others to be announced 

	Apr. 20
	Sue 

Faust
	Shirleen London
	Norine Goss, others to be announced

	Apr. 27 
	Donna Novinger

	Shirleen London
	Marie Herb, others to be announced

	MAY
	
	
	

	May 4
	Theresa Miller
	Ken Bechtel
	Sue Faust, others to be announced

	May 11

	 Ed Dobbin
	Ken Bechtel
	Sue Faust, others to be announced

	May 18

	Jan 

Quinn
	Ed 

Dobbin
	Sue Faust, others to be announced

	May 25

	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Ed 

Dobbin
	Sue Faust, others to be announced

	
	
	
	


The cost for Altar Flowers is $37.00.  The 2024 Flower Chart is on the bulletin board.  Please mark “Flowers” on offering envelope for proper credit. You may also call the church office to order flowers. PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE AT LEAST ONE TO TWO WEEKS IN ADVANCE OF THE DATE YOU WISH TO SPONSOR FLOWER so we have enough time to contact the florist.
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Monthly Worship

       April/May Monthly Worship Schedule 
Apr.  6th - 10:15AM- In-person Worship Online Worship – Organist; NO COMMUNION; - Food offering

Apr. 13th - 10:15AM- In-person Worship & Online Worship - Organist, Covered Dish Fellowship Meal after church   
Apr.   17th  -  6:30PM - Maundy Thursday Service at Valleys 

Apr.  18th   - 12:00Noon - Good Friday Service at Valleys

Apr. 20th - 10:15AM Easter Service  at Valleys - In-person Worship & Online Worship -  Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate) Organist?
Apr. 27th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship - Hymnal 
May    4th  -   10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship
                     Holy Communion Online Worship – Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate) Organist –Food Offering

May   11th- Mother’s Day- 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship 
May 18th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship Pentecost - Hymnal, Covered Dish Fellowship Meal
May 25th- 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship - Hymnal
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” available that you may pick up or call us if you cannot pick one up. Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($6 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
April, May, June Devotionals are available if you wish to have one.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL begins at 9:00AM with one combined adult class and one combined youth class for all ages.
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 Adult Sunday School April/May Preview [image: image6.jpg]




    We are viewing and discussing “The Seven Spirits of God”. We invite you to join us. 
          We will view/discuss Season 5 of “The Chosen” when it is available.
	  Date    

   April

    & May
	Discussion

Leader
	Topic

	Apr. 6th  and 13th 
	Ed & Peggy Berra
	The Seven Spirits of God (Read Introduction   and Chap 1)

	Apr. 20th and 27th 

	Shirleen London
	The Seven Spirits of God  (Read Chapters 2 & 3)

	
	
	

	May 4th and 11th 
	Ken Bechtel
	The Seven Spirits of God

	May 18th and 25th 

	Ed Dobbin
	The Seven Spirits of God


Leaders: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please see Sharon Fetterhoff if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher and please inform the church secretary.

Youth Sunday School Teachers for April/May 2024

Apr.   6th –  Sharon Fetterhoff & Donna Novinger
Apr. 13th –  Bridget Campbell & Sue Faust
Apr. 20tht –  Marie Herb & Donna Novinger
Apr. 27th –  Bridget Campbell & Sharon Fetterhoff
May 4th   –  Donna Novinger & Marie Herb 
May 11th – Sharon Fetterhoff & Bridget Campbell
May 18th – Sue Faust & Bridget Campbell 
May 25th – Donna Novinger & Sharon Fetterhoff
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                  Mission Happenings         
MISSION OFFERING: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions Basket aligns with our Mission Projects. Please put offerings in offering envelope (or other envelope) and mark it “Mission Offering”.
Mission monetary donations received during the listed months of the year are used for the following projects or benevolence: 
      
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
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     FREE Community Meal: 
EAT-IN Meals are held the SECOND TUESDAY of every month from 5:15 - 6:30PM.  Meals must be reserved. 
Please call Valleys church office (717-896-3118) to reserve meals by Thursday April 3rd for April 8, 2025 meal and Thursday May 8th for May 13, 2025 meal. Please state how many meals (adults/children) and your phone number.

 You can also email us at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com to reserve meals. Do not try to reserve meals on FaceBook.
April 8, 2025 – Menu: Turkey & Waffles Mixed Vegetables, Coleslaw, Fruit Salad, Dessert.  

May 13, 2025 – Beef Stew (Meatball), Salad, Fruit salad, Dessert.

Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 
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  Food Bank Update: Donations of soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie, pie (mixes); pie filling; cake icing; (potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled) (can/box); gravy (jar/can/mix) vegetables, Peanut butter, jelly, canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc),  tuna, Mac & cheese, & canned fruit, or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. Food donations are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on the first Sunday of the month.  Thank you for your continued support! 
Food Room at Halifax Community Church (House on the Hill):  The Food Room is open Mondays 9:00-11:30AM and Thursdays 3:30-6:00PM. Food is provided every week and holiday meals are distributed during Thanksgiving and Christmas Seasons to those in need. For more information or to volunteer, please contact the Halifax Community Church at 717-896-8092.
Isaiah 61 Ministries: Isaiah 61 Ministries open Mondays 5:00-7:00PM, Tuesdays - 6:00-8:00PM, Thursdays 10:00AM-Noon at Uplift Community Church of God & Isaiah 61 Ministries (the former Jacob’s church) for Halifax residents. For more information call 717-557-5166.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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 A Daily Prayer
Whatever happens today, dear Lord, help us remember that you are present. If we find ourselves in the shadows of disappointment or rejection or pain, let us see your comforting light. If we’re in the radiant light of success or acceptance or wholeness, may we acknowledge your providence and grace. Wherever we are, grant us the assurance of your nearness. Amen.
HAPPENINGS AT THE VALLEYS            Page 9
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PRAYER TIME meets on the Third Wednesday of the month at 6:00PM (before Council Meeting) or as announced.
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM.  

     Deacons meeting on April 1st and on May 6th.  

ELDERS meet the First Monday of the month at 1:00PM on an as needed basis.  (April meeting will be on April 14th at 1:00PM.)
COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.
     Council Meeting on Apr. 16th and May 14th.
YOUTH GROUP See Marie Herb for information on meetings.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Prayer Time We still pray for the needs of members of our community, surrounding areas, and the world during the Third Wednesday of the month from 6:00PM to 7:00PM
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Valleys Covered Dish Fellowship Meal will be held on April 13th (Palm Sunday) and on Sunday May 18th  following our Worship Service. Please bring a covered dish (meat or casserole or vegetable and/or dessert) and join us in fellowship.
Our Youth In The Spotlight  . . . . .  


 
     Youth Group (5th thru 12th grade) meets with the Youth Group of Uplift Community Church of God on the Second and Fourth Sundays of the month at 6:30PM at Uplift Church or at Valleys. They also meet once a month for either a service activity or fun outing if possible.  Contact Marie Herb or other youth group leaders for meeting dates and times.
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
TURKEY DINNER: Valleys will have a Turkey Dinner on Saturday, April 26th from 4:00-6:00PM. Menu: Turkey, Stuffing, Mashed potatoes, Corn, Gravy, Cranberry sauce, Dessert. Ticket Donations are $15.00; Ages 4-12 years - $7:50; Ages 3 years and under FREE. To make reservations and purchase tickets, see Shirley Miller on Sundays after church or call the church office 717-896-3118. Helpers and desserts are needed (see Page 15)!
….    (Continued)                                                                Page 10
CHURCH CUSTODIAN: The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church is looking for a qualified candidate for the position of Church Custodian. Work may be done at his/her convenience as long as the major duties of the position are met. Submit a letter of interest to the church office (3682 Peters Mountain Rd. PO Box H Halifax, PA 17032) or call 717-896-3118 for more information.
NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the June /July/August newsletter to the church secretary by Thursday, May 15th!
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 2025 GRADUATES
 The Valleys ECC would like to congratulate our 2025 Graduates (also any graduates since last June from high school, college or trade school) by recognizing and acknowledging them in the June newsletter.  Please complete the form and return it to the church office no later than Mother’s Day Sunday, May 11th.
Name____________________  Parents______________________​​​​__
School or College__________________________________________
________________________________________________________
College Degree___________________________________________
Activities & Special Honors received in school or college:
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
                              A word for graduates

     Congratulations to the all young people who are graduating! No doubt they look forward to the next phase of their lives with excitement, anticipation and perhaps a little apprehension.

     We hope these words, adapted from Phillips Brooks, will serve 

Graduates well as they embark on their journeys:


“Do not pray for an easy life; pray to be a stronger person. 
    Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers but for powers 
    equal to your tasks. 
    Then the doing of your work shall be no miracle, 
    but you will be the miracle.

    Every day you shall wonder at yourself and the richness

       of life which has come to you by the grace of God.”

….    (Continued)                                                              Page 11
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We Lift Our Brothers 

 And Sisters In Prayer...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, and cards:  
*(indicates new)

Members & Friends of The Valleys: *Pastor Adam London; *Gerry Wiest; *Dennis Croutharmel; *Ettie Lentz; *Esther Masser; *Susan Turnbaugh; Gail Shertzer; Mary & Ken Zeigler; Scott Hebert; Gary Miller; Sue Maichle; Miriam Hoke; Mary Cooke; Dean Etzweiler; Carol Cooper; Marissa Faust; Barbara Lauver

Missions: Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries around the world.

Our Shut-Ins: Myra Hoffman, Hannah Klinger; Janet Noblit; Vickie Shoffler
 If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List or to give updates for people currently on prayer list, please inform the Church office or put a note in offering basket. Please put a contact name so we know who to contact for updates. There are many people who have been on the list for a long time and some we are unsure how to get updates on them. Thank you for your help! 


Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Donna (717-362-8870) if it is after office hours.
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SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to 
     Alexandra and Jon Novinger and Kris and Jeff Singer and family as Alex’s grandmother Anna went to be with the Lord on Feb 17th. 
Gary & Sharon Fetterhoff and Family as Gary’s mother, June, went to be with the Lord on Mar. 7th.

  Gary & Carol Miller and Family as Gary’s sister, Janet Sung, went to be with the Lord on Mar. 9th.

Dave Shutt and Shirley Miller and Family as Dave’s wife Kelly went to be with the Lord on Saturday, Mar. 15th.
We pray God surrounds these families with his loving presence, comfort and peace at this time.
 ….    (Continued)                                                                 Page 12
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BABY CONGRATULATIONS: Congratulations to Jon and Alexandra Novinger who welcomed their baby girl, Matilda Alexandra on January 1, 2025 at 4:07PM, Matilda weighed 8lbs 2oz and was 19 inches long.  Grandparents: Donna Novinger and the late Dave Novinger; Jeff and Kris Singer. We pray for a long and happy life for Matilda and a close walk with our Lord!
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WEDDING CONGRATULATIONS to Seth Guertin and Amber Farley who were married on December 17, 2024 by Pastor Kris! We pray they have a long and happy marriage.
                          APRIL 2025 BIRTHDAY WISHES
Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in April and celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness!

	  5 - Sally Baker
	16 - Alaina Snyder

	       Conley Dunn
	20 - Barbara Lauver

	         Shirley Miller
	21 - Amy Faust

	  6 - Lydia Faust
	26 - Chris Herb Jr.

	10 - Jessica Bryson
	28 - Ed Dobbin

	15 - Ian Johnson
	

	[image: image22.jpg]EPHESIANS
Bible Stud




        Jon Novinger
	


                             APRIL 2025 ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for wonderful and Happy Anniversary

to all the couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day be Blessed with Love and Happiness!  
	20 - Amy & Jason Faust - (21 yrs.)
	28 - Pat & Ed Dobbin - (45 yrs.)

	21 - Nancy & Dan Yutronich - (42 yrs.) 
	       Theresa & Scott Miller – (24 yrs.) 

	
	       Sharon & Gary Fetterhoff – (52 yrs.) 


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (717-896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.             
COMMUNITY NEWS . . .                                 Page 13                
SENIOR CENTER NEWS - 
Halifax Senior Center is open on the Third Wednesday of the month (April 16th and May 21st) - Bingo at 10:00AM; Lunch available to purchase at 11:30AM; Pinochle Card Party from Noon to 3:00PM.
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Meals-On Wheels volunteers continue to serve the Halifax community. If you wish to drive for Meals-On-Wheels or need information on it, please call Dave Kessler (717-576-1965).
GIRL SCOUTS meet on various evenings through the week thru April.
Troop 11570 and 10728 meet 1st & 3rd Sundays 6:00-7:30PM
Troop 11300 meets 3rd Monday 5:00-7:30PM
Girl Scout Leaders meet on 1st Monday of each month 6:00-9:00PM
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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forsaken me?”

B. T thirst!™

. “Father, forgive them, for they
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                      MAY 2025 BIRTHDAY WISHES
     Happy Birthday to everyone born in May!  May your day be full of

         Sunshine and warm wishes.

	  1 - Cailey Crum
	19 - Dan Yutronich

	  2 -  Charlene Baker
	24 - Cheryl Johnson

	  5 - Terri Herb
	25 - Edward Baker

	12 - Ed Berra
	28 - Cody Erb

	15 - Chris Herb, Sr.
	30 - Star Baker 

	16 - Denise Rickert
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                            MAY 2025 ANNIVERSARIES

Congratulations and Best Wishes for wonderful and Happy Anniversary
to all the couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day be Blessed with Love and Happiness!  

	17 - Diane & Leon Shaffer - (58 yrs.)
	28 - Barbara & Dennis Croutharmel (59 yrs.)                                                                                 


 If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (717-896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.
                      Know Who (and Whose) You Are

   Actor Kirk Douglas once picked up a hitchhiker. After the man got settled in Douglas’s car, he turned to look more closely at the driver. Surprised to recognize the famous man at the wheel, the hitchhiker exclaimed, “Do you know who you are?!”

   We would do well to ask ourselves and each other the same thing. Often, we seem to forget — or perhaps we never knew.

    Through much of life, we behave as if our identity depends on our occupation, wealth, family line, daily accomplishments or good deeds. But none of these — not even the last one — determines the core of who we are. All that matters is our Creator’s opinion, and God loves us with abundant, unconditional love.

     Do you know who you are? You are God’s beloved child! And so is everyone else. May we live out that knowledge, treating one another as such.
                                            —Heidi Hyland Mann

…. (Continued                                                                            Page 15
HELP NEEDED FOR APRIL 26TH TURKEY DINNER

Signup sheets are in the narthex for dessert donations (needed by 9am Sat. morning); cooking help on Thurs. Apr. 24 and Fri. Apr. 25 to roast and slice turkeys; set-up (including cutting desserts); servers and cleanup at the end of the dinner. You may also donate a roasted turkey - please contact Susie Snyder by April 6th if you plan to do so.
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
                                    Easter Insights

    Did you know the word Easter never appears in the Bible? It may be a variant of the name Eostre, a pagan fertility goddess who symbolized rebirth and spring. Eostre stems from the Proto-Germanic word for dawn, which Christians connect to Jesus’ victory over darkness.

    The ancient tradition of Easter baskets also has ties to Eostre, whose symbol was a rabbit. Christians likely adapted the practice of bringing eggs and seeds as an offering to Eostre. Some Orthodox Christians continue a tradition of having a priest bless baskets of Easter food on Holy Saturday. Items usually hold special symbolism, such as Paska bread, cured meats, colored eggs, salt, horseradish and lamb-shaped butter.
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He Ascended into Heaven…”
  During his earthly ministry, Jesus could be physically present in only one place at any given time. “Only those could speak to him who came to where he was,” explained Archbishop William Temple. “If he was in Galilee, people could not find him in Jerusalem; if he was in Jerusalem, they could not find him in Galilee” (from Readings in St. John’s Gospel).

   Spiritually speaking, Christ’s Ascension means he is with us wherever we find ourselves. Christ desires to be present with us everywhere we go. His presence is universal. He is here now. “Believed in throughout the world, taken up in glory” (1 Timothy 3:16, NRSV) — that is what the Ascension affirms.
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